Johnsons studies at Oxford.         [A.B. 1729.
that weak minds, from an erroneous supposition that no man is in a .state of grace who has not felt a particular conversion, have, in some cases, brought a degree of ridicule upon them; a ridicule of which it is inconsiderate or unfair to make a general application.
How seriously Johnson was impressed with a sense of religion, even in the vigour of his youth, appears • from the following passage in his minutes kept by way of diary : Sept. 7 ', 1736. I have this day entered upon my twenty-eighth, year. ' Mayest them, 0 Gocl, enable me, Tor JESUS CHRIST'S sake, to spend this in such a manner that I may receive comfort from it at the hour of death, and in the day of judgement ! Amen.'
The particular course of his reading while at Oxford, and during the time of vacation which he passed at home, cannot be traced. Enough has been said of his irregular mode of study. He told me that from his earliest years he loved to read poetry, but hardly ever read any poem to an end ; that he read Shaks-pcurc at a period so early, that the speech of the ghost in Hamlet terrified him when he was alone2; that Horace's Odes were the compositions in which he took most delight, and it was long before he liked his Epistles and Satires. He told me what he read solidly at Oxford was Greek ; not the Grecian historians, but Homer3 and Euripides, and now and then a little Epigram ; that the study of which he was the most fond was Mctaphysicks, but he had not read much, even in that way. I always thought that he did himself injustice in his account of what he had read, and that he must have been speaking with reference to the vast portion of study which is possible, and to which a few scholars in the whole history of literature have attained ; for when I once asked him whether a person, whose name I have now forgotten, studied hard, he answered ' No, Sir ; I do not believe he studied
' Sept. 7, Old Style, or Sept. 18,     till I undertook to revise them as an
New Style.                                            'editor.'    Ib. p. 175,
J ' Ho   that peruses   Shakespeare        3 He told Mr. Winclham that he
looks  round alarmed, and  starts to     had never read through the Odyssey
find himself alone.' Johnson's Works,     completely.   Windham's   J)!ary,  p.
v.  71.    ' I was  many years  ago  so     17.    At   college,  he   said,  he had
shocked by Cordelia's death, that I     been 'very idle and neglectful of his
know not whether I ever endured to     studies.'    Ib. read again the fast scenes of the play
hardt
